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Wholesale greengrocers and fishmongers market,

Bursa, Turkey

This spectacular covered market set in a beautifully landscaped hilltop of the
famous Silk Road is composed of two buildings. The central open air courtyard of
the greengrocer market is enclosed by oval shaped covered gallery. The
fishmonger market is a smaller building set apart. The design of both markets
maintains the idea of the grand bazaars, thus connecting the new buildings to
the long-standing cultural traditions of Central Asia. But at the same time the
steel spanned arched roof provide fully modern qualities such as space, comfort,

light and ventilation.

A Capital Market

Bursa was the first capital of the
Ottoman Empire and is today the center
of manufacturing in Turkey, leading the
field in the automotive and textile indus-
tries. But the city is also a natural won-
der: it sits at the base of the 2000 meter-

Fig. 1. Aerial view of the site

high Uludag mountain, which is the
location of the country’s first ski resort,
and the city is also host to natural
springs whose waters have long been
thought to be therapeutic. Moreover, the
fertile grounds around Bursa produce
some of the country’s best produce.

The municipality of Bursa required a

new, modern facility for the wholesale
trade of fruits and vegetables, as well as
separate facility for fish and seafoods. The
building would consolidate these com-
mercial activities, providing the city with
a centralized control point from which to
monitor the Bursa’s food supply.

The essential social function of a market
is to fairly and transparently negotiate
the quality and price of consumer goods
through the complex interactions of
many producers, brokers, and retailers
together within a common space. By
bringing these encounters together
under one roof, the full extent of supply,
demand, and quality can be accessed by
all parties to the transaction at once,
resulting in the most accurate evaluation
of value.
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Fig. 3. Fishmongers’ market sections
A Contemporary Building

The history of food markets goes back to
“agora” and “stoa” of the ancient settle-
ments. Along with the urbanization, the
food needed for city-dwellers was
brought to the city and presented in the
marketplaces situated right at the most
significant and populated urban spaces
of the city. With their functional and
architectural qualities, these marketpla-
ces were the structures that gave an iden-
tity to urban architecture and urban life
by the end of the last century. However
today, through the opportunities of
transportation, changing locations, get-
ting renewed with spatial and functional
solutions ended up with random, mono-
tonous factory buildings all around the
world, eventually, by all these factors,
the marketplaces gradually lost their
identical value.

While markets were once the great gathe-
ring places of a community, functions
such as wholesale trade are more and
more frequently relegated to architectu-
rally insignificant, anonymous warehou-
se spaces: a worldwide trend with negati-
ve repercussions for both the cultural tra-
ditions of trade, as well as for the indivi-
dual labor’s experience of work.

Outfacing these misconceptions, the
Bursa Wholesale Market, while moving
to the developing section of Bursa, not
only offers a fresh solution to the func-

Fig. 5. Greengrocers’ market ground floor

tional dimension of the ‘marketplace’
but also made it into the colours of the
city. Moreover, with its unique architec-
tural structure, Bursa Wholesale Market
provides emotional and perceptual satis-
faction for the citizens.

The design of Bursa’s wholesale green-
grocer’s and fishmonger’s markets, on
the other hand, maintain the idiom of
the high, vaulted bazaar, connecting the
new buildings symbolically and functio-
nally with long-standing Central Asian
architectural and cultural traditions. The
complex patterns of vehicle, material,
and pedestrian traffic are carefully coor-
dinated within fluid, elliptical shapes,
which in turn are bordered by brokers’
offices. The rational form of the 350
meter-long greengrocer’s market is desi-
gned to facilitate easy orientation, effi-
cient exchange, and optimal routing of
foodstuffs from suppliers to retailers and
restaurateurs — all of which keeps down
transaction costs. But it is also a good
place to work: an animated space and
architecture that is representative of the
energy and productivity of the laborers,
as well as of the city of Bursa.

It should come as no surprise that the
forms of the two buildings resemble sta-
diums: a market only works when goods

are on display and transactions can be
observed. The panoptical form is as
appropriate to the activities of a market
as to a football match. At the same time,
the configuration of the naturally-venti-
lated spaces allows the municipality to
ensure the efficient, safe distribution of
food products to its citizens. By consoli-
dating the wholesale trade of produce
and fish for the city of Bursa in a single
location, the municipality is able to
monitor the goods for quality and also
to ensure that health regulations are fol-
lowed.

Fig. 6. Interior view of the fishmongers’ market
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Fig. 7. Preparation of the structural elements in the workshorp

Materials, Structure and Construction

By reinstalling steel into the architecture
of the Wholesale Greengrocer’s Market,
a sense of emotional satisfaction was also
achieved in the place, apart from all the
functional conventionality. A high area
topped with a steel spanned arched roof
provides a healthy and orderly atmo-
sphere for trade, as it is with grand
bazaars of authentic Turkish architecture.
Steel allowed reflecting Greengrocer's
Market's unique character; and therefore,
was the most suitable material.

The building for the produce market is
approximately 42000 square meters,
while that of the fish market is 2500
square meters. In addition, there is a
tower of 2400 square meters that houses
administrative offices, a restaurant, and a
hotel. Outbuildings include a post for
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the gendarme as well as weigh stations
and motor vehicle access control points.

The building structure realized with steel
structure and prefabricated reinforced
concrete. The roads and the floors are
made of reinforced concrete and the sur-
faces are realized as walls made of glass
and brick. The roof is covered with trape-
ze, galvanized and dyed sheet metal.
Woodworks and doors were made of
steel and the animated doors, aluminium
material.

The building sits on a site of 400000
square meters a few kilometers from the
city center. As with the building inter-
iors, clear orientation and efficient
movement of vehicles and material
inform the site planning and landscape
design. The facility will operate around
the clock with more than 5000 suppliers,

brokers, and retailers passing through on
a daily basis.

Without losing the significance and
respect shown in building a city, urban
life can exist by gracing the architectural
dimension of the city. This building rein-
forces the existing historical background
of the city of Bursa, with adding a new
dimension to its functional require-
ments.

Architects:

Tuncer Cakmakli Architects

Engineers:

IZ Muhendislik (static structural consul-
tant: Dr. Selcuk Iz - Engin Arkayin)
Steelwork contractors:

Cem Demir

Keywords: arched roof, curved fagade,
market hall

Fig. 9. The structure of the greengrocers’ market in construction
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Fig. 10. The greengrocers’ market public area

Fig. 11. Interior view of the greengrocers’ market
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Fig. 12. General view of the fishmongers’ market

Fig. 13. On the roof of the greengrocers’ market
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Fig. 14. Retail entrance
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Fig. 15. The administration building

Fig. 16. Inside the greengrocers’ market in operation
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