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ECCS news/Book reviews

Van de Voorde, Stephanie; Bertels, Inge; 
Wouters, Ine: 
Post-war building materials in housing 
in Brussels 1945-1975
Translation: Sara Wermiel (EN), Benoît 
Delahaye (NL), Dominique Coene (FR)
Vrije Universiteit Brussel, 2015, 437 pp., 
many colour and b/w illustrations, 
21 × 21 cm, paperback;  
ISBN: 978-94-91912-047 
The book is not available in bookstores; 
it is exclusively available at the depart-
ment ARCH of the Vrije Universiteit 
Brussel. You can download it for free: 
www.vub.ac.be/ARCH/ae-lab/projects/
post-war

Post-war building materials might be a 
relevant subject at any time – but why 
only in housing and why only in Brus-
sels? The simple answer is: It fits in with 
the project RetroCo: Understanding and 
conserving the post-war housing stock 
in Brussels (1945-1975). A more elabo-
rate answer might read thus: As Brussels 
is situated in the heart of Europe, it is to 
some extent a paradigm for European 
housing, architecture and building mate-
rials in general. And the richly illus-
trated, trilingual (English/Dutch/
French) book can be read in this way.

The facts that legitimate this publica-
tion speak a clear language: The boom 
of the late 1960s saw more than 7000 
new buildings being built annually, 
partly in newly developing areas, partly 
in the existing urban fabric of Brussels. 
Like elsewhere, there is, up to this very 
day, a vast need for residential accom-
modation in Belgium’s capital. And that 
is where this book comes in: How can 
all these buildings be renovated or trans-
formed properly without, as the preface 
puts it, loosing “the elegance and live-
liness” of their original design? Attrib-
utes such as “elegant” and “lively” might 
be regarded as arguable, yet the rele-
vance of important, if not crucial, sub-
jects such as renovation and trans-
formation is certainly not.

It is this aspect that makes reading 
this book worthwhile and most instruc-
tive. The reader is provided with an im-
pressive plenitude of information in 
eight chapters covering lightweight con-
crete, thermal and acoustic insulation, 
glass and glazing, prefab floor systems, 

wrong with me? Another one of those 
ideas that won’t let me rest. But let’s 
start at the beginning, to get things 
straight in my mind.

I had heard that our esteemed col-
league Kurrer had been working on 
“his” subject once again – and not too 
superficially either. And that was 
enough to get me curious. Had I not al-
ready had the pleasure of, to put it 
bluntly, “devouring” the first edition of 
his book on the theory of structures? 
And now here was the second. Okay 
then, let’s have it.

Just the first glance told me that this 
was not just a quick makeover in order 
to sell the book for a second time in a 
new guise. No. The new subtitle Suche 
nach dem Gleichgewicht [searching for 
equilibrium, ed.] by itself and the much 
greater effort required to lift the book 
betrayed the fact that, once again, 
plenty of brainpower had gone into this. 
My appetite for knowledge had not only 
been whetted – no, I was already slaver-
ing at the mouth before I’d even turned 
the first page! And now the last of the 
1164 pages has been read and I am well 
and truly satiated.

One idea occurs again and again in 
the great commotion. That, and exactly 
that, is missing on a large scale: A vivid, 
comprehensible, perceptive and infec-
tious examination of one of the funda-
mental tools of our profession – its de-
velopment within the context of history 
and society. Subjective and interpretive 
when it comes to the influences of the 
respective society on the development 
of structural analysis, but also vice 
versa, of course. Never before have I felt 
so at one with equilibrium, been almost 
able to grasp it, even though, strictly 
speaking, it hardly exists.

Besides the comprehensive, new ex-
amination of earthworks theory, which 
in its early years was certainly very 
closely tied to the theory of structures, I 
really enjoyed the multitude of new brief 
biographies of renowned representatives 
of our craft.

Therefore, dear Dr. Kurrer, I would 
like to thank you most heartily for the 
immense meritoriousness of this com-
prehensive presentation, but especially 
for the comprehensibility and tangibility 
of one of the main themes of our won-
derful profession. And to all of you asso-
ciated with this and, even more so, 
those of you who are simply curious to 
find out just what theory of structures is 
all about, I very much hope that you 
will experience just as many entertain-
ing, emotive and exciting hours of read-
ing as I did.

Prof. Dr.-Ing. Bertram Kühn

duced into the Eurocode as far as possi-
ble. TC 16’s activities will address on-
shore and offshore turbines.

 Other ECCS news

Reorganization of the ECCS 
 website

If you have recently visited our website, 
you will have noticed some modifica-
tions… Indeed, the website has been re-
organized in order to simplify access to 
some popular topics (e.g. Awards or Da-
tabases) and to provide new, interesting 
information (e.g. on Eurocodes).

The history of the ECCS boards, the 
TMB and each Technical Committee 
has also been published on the respec-
tive pages.

In addition, the technical notes are 
now freely downloadable from the TMB 
page.

Have a look at  
www.steelconstruct.com!

 Book reviews

Kurrer, K.-E.: Geschichte der Baustatik: 
Auf der Suche nach dem Gleich-
gewicht
2nd, completely revised edition, 
 Ernst & Sohn, Berlin, 2015 
Language: German, 1164 pp., 957 b/w 
illustrations, hardback, 17 × 24 cm 
ISBN 978-3-433-03134-6, € 109.00 

A symphony. My head’s in a whirl. Too 
many ideas in one go. Impressions, feel-
ings. All at once and in concentrated 
form. Such a reaction is usually only 
brought about by art, and music in par-
ticular. Very confusing. I have to pinch 
myself, take a look once again at the 
cover of this truly majestic book to 
make sure. No, no doubt about it, the 
main word is Baustatik [theory of struc-
tures, ed.]. For goodness’ sake, what’s 


